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fluence, and when the magic diabolical was at its
greatest height. The Romans were superstitious
enough, but not so grossly given up: and yet the
Grecians were a wise nation; the Athenians were
famed for wisdom and knowledge ; for philosophy;
art and science flourished among them to a degree
beyond all the rest of the world. Nay, they despised
the wisdom of all the world in comparison of their
own; yet swallowed up with the magic of supersti-
tion, they were, in short, bewitched by a religious
sorcery, and run into superstition to an excess equal
to madness and distraction.

The Romans, as I said above, followed them at
the heels; and though at first the wisest of their
leaders rejected the image worship of the Greeks,
nay, stood out one hundred and seventy years from
Numa Pompilius, esteeming it absurd and impious
to represent things glorious, by things base or mean;
yet Tarquinius Priscus following the usage of the
Greeks, (who, I say, of all the nations of the world,
were the most deluded by the Devil,) brought in
the custom of setting up the images of their gods in
their temples; and in some ages after, this use of
images came up to such a height, and multiplied to
such an infinite number, that it was next to impos-
sible to know them one from another, but they were
obliged to write their names over their statues and
images; and the numbers of their gods, and demi-
gods, grew up to such a multitude, that they were
obliged to marshal them into regiments and classes,
degrees and orders, and even of them too many to
repeat. Such as dii consentes selecti, dii patritii^
dii medii insigniores, dii mediorum or common gods,
terrestrial and celestial heroes, gods and demi-
gods, nymphs, and, in a word, an infinite throng of
gods.

Happy art! however infernal and diabolic, that
could furnish gods from the street to the Capitol;